During the life of the patient it had been noticed that the pulse was intermittent ; on auscultation of the heart, a double blowing murmur was heard, the second of which was very loud, had a well-marked metallic character, and could be heard at a little distance from the wall of the chest. On this bruit was founded the diagnosis of aortic insufficiency, but on post-mortem examination the aortic valves were found competent. On examining the inner surface of the aorta, a cretaceous patch was found, which projected into the vessel, could apply itself to the wall of the artery during the passage of the blood propelled by the contraction of the ventricle, and could rise up when the current passed in the opposite direction. The murmur with the second sound had been attributed by M. Gubler to the vibration of this patch at the moment when the column of blood fell back upon the sigmoid valves.
M. Marey remarked, in the first place, that the specimen presented by if. Fournier was an example of hypertrophy of the heart occasioned by a mere induration of the aorta, the loss of elasticity of the vessels producing increased resistance to the passage of the blood, as had been proved by experiment. As to the blowing murmur with the second sound, he could not admit the explanation that it had been caused by the and during the last twelve years I have adopted it in at least seventy cases? this effect of drunkenness being very common in Jersey. As to the dose, experience has taught me that the best dose is half-an-ounce of the tincture given in a little water. In some few cases this one dose is enough, but generally a second dose is required four hours after the first. In some cases, but very seldom, a third dose is called for ; but this hardly ever need exceed two drachms. The largest quantity I have ever given was half-an-ounce at first, half-an-ounce four hours afterwards, and another half-ounce six hours after that?making an ounce-and-a-half in ten hours. As to the effects of these doses, my impression is that the action is on the brain, not on the heart. The pulse, so far from being lowered in force, becomes fuller, and stronger, and more regular, soon after the first dose. The cold clammy perspirations pass off, and the skin becomes warmer. As soon as the remedy produces its full effect, sleep for five, six, or seven hours commonly follows : sleep is the guide as to the repetition of the dose. No action on the kidneys is evidenced by any unusual secretion of urine. Sometimes the bowels are slightly acted on, but not commonly. I have never once seen any alarming symptom follow the use of these large doses of digitalis. The only case I have lost since adopting this treatment had a tumour in the brain. In three only was other treatment adopted after digitalis had failed to procure sleep ; in other words, in sixty-seven out of seventy cases, digitalis was the oidy medicine used, and sixty-six of these patients recovered. I 
